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E nvironm enta l A ssessm ent p rep a ration  is b oth  a  rea listic an d  sen sitive a p p roach  
to p a rks a n d  recreation  p la n n in g.  R ea listic in  th a t th e p la n n in g p rocess is good  
m anagem ent,  a d h eres to loca l laws an d  p erh a p s fed era l m an d a tes an d  a llows 
for a  d em ocratic m eth od  an d  review.  S ensitive in  th a t th e p la n n in g p laces va lu e  
on  th e p a rks an d  recreation  resou rce an d  p rotects,  conserves an d  d eve lop s th a t 
resou rce on ly  to th e exten t a p p rop ria te for th a t s ite .  
 
T h is p la n n ing effort is b ecom ing an  in creasingly  m ore com p lex an d  d eta i le d  
p rocess necessita tin g a d d ition a l a tten tion  an d  exp ertise .  P erh a p s th e following 
qu estion s an d  an swers will p rove h e lp fu l in  u n d erstan d in g b etter th is im p ortan t 
concep t.  
 
 
 
 

What is Environmental Assessment? 
 
A  genera lly  accep ted  d efin ition  of an  environm enta l a ssessm ent is :  
 
T h e p la n n ing p rocess th a t d escrib es th e effects of a  p rop osed  action  on  an  
environm enta l a rea :  th is in clu d es in vestigating an d  d isclosin g th e environm enta l 
con d ition s an d  con sequ ences of th a t action  on  th e environm ent an d  a lso 
a p p rop ria te m anagem ent stra tegies th a t will govern  th a t a rea .  T h u s,  th ere a re 
th ree m a in  e lem en ts of th e d efin ition :  
 

1 .  a  p rocess:  environm enta l a ssessm ent requ ires tim e ,  in vestigation ,  p u b lic 
in volvem en t,  th orou gh  ana lys is of p oten tia l h a rm s or b enefits th a t th e 
p rop osed  action  m ay b rin g.  

 
 

2 .  con d ition  an d  consequ ence:  th e environm enta l a rea  will h ave certa in  
p h ysica l,  b iologica l,  socia l a n d  econom ic e lem en ts th a t m ay b e effected  
d irectly  or in d irectly  b y th e p rop osed  action .  S cien tific stu d ies a re 
con d u cted  to d eterm in e th e con d ition  or consequ ences of th e environm ent 
on  th ese typ es of e lem en ts.  

 
 

3 .  a p p rop ria te m anagem ent stra tegies:  em erging ou t of th is p rocess will b e  
sp ecific stra tegies th a t th e m anagem ent agency will h ave d eve lop ed  to 
p rop erly  oversee th e environm ent with  its associa ted  ch anges.  T h ese 
stra tegies m u st b e a  good  b len d  of sensitivity to th e environm ent an d  
a p p rop ria te u se of th e environm enta l a rea .  
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What are the purposes of an Environmental 
Assessment? 
 
T h ere a re a  n u m b er of im p ortan t p u rp oses to th is p la n n ing a n d  som e of th e m ost 
im p ortan t a re d escrib ed  h ere :  
 

1 .  th e p rocess ch a rts th e b est p ossib le  b a la nce b etween  u se an d  p rotection  
 
 

2 .  th e p rocess h e lp s to estab lish  b oth  sh ort an d  long term  p olicies 
 
 

3 .  th e p rocess acts as a  cata lyst for b rin ging in d ivid u a ls ,  grou p s an d  
agencies togeth er 

 
 

4 .  th e p rocess creates sign ifican t in form ation  a b ou t th e environm enta l a rea  
th a t can  b e u sed  b y m any grou p s 

 
 

5 .  th e p rocess a llows for p u b lic in volvem ent an d  scien tific stu d y so th at 
m u ltip le  views a re consid ered  

 
 

6 .  th e p rocess is a  good  p la n n in g p roced u re an d  m ay com p ly to lega l 
requ irem en ts 

 
 

When is it necessary to prepare an Environmental 
Assessment? 
 
T h e environm enta l a ssessm ent p rocess m ay occu r an ytim e an  agency d esires to 
close ly  stu d y th e effects of a  p rop osed  action  on  an  environm enta l a rea .  T h ere 
a re tim es h owever th a t th e p rocess is clea rly  n ecessary or requ ired  b y agency 
regu la tion s or p re-existin g laws.  T h e genera l th ou gh t is th a t an  environm enta l 
a ssessm ent is p rep a red  wh en  an y one of th e following th ree ch a racteristics is 
p resen t:  
 

1 .  s ign ifican t ch anges to th e environm enta l a rea  a re p rop osed  th a t wou ld  
a ffect th e la n d ,  a ir,  water an d  oth er e lem en ts 

 
 

2 .  ch anges th at a ffect a  la rge geograp h ic a rea  th a t in volves ownersh ip  or 
u se b y m any in d ivid u a ls ,  grou p s or agencies.   
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3 .  ch anges th at requ ire com p lia n ce to sp ecific laws,  ru les an d  regu la tion s 

th a t a re loca l,  sta te or fed era l in  sta tu re .  
 
T h erefore ,  th is form at is u sed  d ep en d in g on  th e am ou n t of ch ange ,  s ize of a rea  
or com p lia n ce to lega l m an d ates.  
 
 

Who is involved in the preparation of an Environmental 
Assessment? 
 
T h ree grou p s a re genera lly  in volved  in  th e p rim ary com p onen ts of th e 
environm enta l a ssessm ent p rocess.  H owever,  it sh ou ld  b e rem em b ered  th a t 
good  p la n n ing is a n  op en  m od e l wh ere m any d ifferen t p u b lics h ave an  
op p ortu n ity  for in volvem ent.  T h e th ree p a rties in volved  a re :  
 

1 .  th e in terd iscip l in a ry p la n n in g team  wh o con sist of fu ll tim e p rofessiona lly  
tra in ed  sta ff su ch  as la n d scap e a rch itects,  engin eers,  a n th rop ologists ,  
watersh ed  m anagers,  econom ists,  wild life  m anagers an d  recreation  
p la n n ers.  T h ese in d ivid u a ls genera lly  work for th e agency th a t is p rep a rin g 
th e environm enta l a ssessm ent.  T h e team  can  b e la rge or sm a ll,  
s ign ifican tly  or m in im a lly  in volved  d ep en d in g on  th e n atu re of th e p roject.  

 
 

2 .  th e citizen  p a rticip a tion  work grou p (s)  wh o a re m ad e u p  of in terested  
volu n teer citizen s th a t a re organ ized  to p rep a re id eas,  eva lu a te 
a lternatives an d  lia ison  with  th e genera l p u b lic.  T h ese citizen s u su a lly  
consist of rep resen tatives from  sp ecific geograp h ic a reas,  sp ecia l in terest 
or u ser grou p s,  or oth ers.  

 
 

3 .  th e exp ert testim ony of an y oth ers wh o a re asked  or d esire to sh a re th e ir 
views ab ou t th e conclu s ion s or p rocess of th e assessm ent activity .  T h ese 
in d ivid u a ls m ay b e p rofessiona ls from  oth er governm en t agencies,  sp ecia l 
in terest grou p s,  e lected  or a p p oin ted  rep resen tatives .  G enera lly  th ese 
in d ivid u a ls sh a re th e ir views as written  com m ents to th e d ra ft work.   

 

Who uses the Environmental Assessment Material? 
 
T h ere a re two p rim ary grou p s th a t seem  to b est u se th e com p leted  
environm enta l a ssessm ent.  T h e first a re agency m anagem ent grou p s th a t e ith er 
p rop osed  th e ch ange to th e environm ent or a re resp onsib le  for m anaging th e 
environm ent with  its ch anges.  T h e secon d  com m on  grou p  a re citizen s wh o own  
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or u se th e environm enta l a rea .  T h ese in d ivid u a ls a re d irectly  im p acted  b y th e 
resu lts of th e environm enta l a ssessm ent.  T h ere a re m any oth ers th a t m igh t u se 
th e m ateria l b u t th e ir u se wou ld  genera lly  b e  m in im a l.  
 

How long does the process take? 
 
A  great va riety of factors cou ld  im p act th e tim e an d  cost of th is cou rse of action  
b u t genera lly  it is a  m ore length y activity .  I f th e p la n n in g p rocess is too fast th ere 
is a  p oten tia l for p u sh in g d a ta  an d  m iss in g key p eop le  a n d  in form ation .  I f th e 
p rocess is too slow th en  tim e sen sitive in form ation  an d  stu d ies m ay no longer b e 
re levan t.  T h e following m ay b e h e lp fu l:  
 

1 .  S cop in g P rocess:  an  in vestigation  of th e issu es an d  op p ortu n ities 
concern ing th e environm enta l a rea .  T h is is u su a lly  a  6 -1 2  m onth  p rocess.   

 
2 .  D ra ft R ep ort:  th e p rep a ration  of a  rep ort th a t d isp la ys fin d in gs an d  

recom m en d s action s.  T h is is u su a lly  a  1 -3  m onth  p rocess.   
 

3 .  P u b lic R esp onse :  an  op p ortu n ity for a ll a ffected  p u b lics to review an d  
com m ent on  th e d ra ft rep ort.  T h is u su a lly  is a  3 -6  m onth  p rocess.  

 
4 .  F in a l R ep ort:  th e fin a l d ocu m en t is p rep a red  in corp orating a ll in form ation .  

T h is is u su a lly  a  1 -3  m onth  p rocess.  
 
T h erefore ,  a  typ ica l p roject wou ld  ru n  from  one to two years from  a p p rova l to 
com p letion .  
 
 
E nvironm enta l a ssessm ents a re a  critica l a sp ect of p rop er p a rks an d  recreation  
p la n n ing.  M an y p rojects a re sm a ll enou gh  th a t th is form at is not necessa ry b u t 
in creasin gly  th e need  to p rep a re th is typ e of d ocu m en t is b ecom ing a  stan d a rd  
conven tion  in  th e com m u n ity settin g.  
 

 
 
 

PlaySafe, L L C  p rovid es th ese a rticles to b e of service to th e p a rks an d  
recreation  p rofession .  V is it th e ir web  p age for oth er a rticles concern ing 
im p ortan t top ics a t www. p la y-sa fe . com  


