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E nvironm ental AssessmentPreParation is BOth a realistic anb sensitive aPProach
t0 Parks anb recreation PlanninG. R ealistiC in that the PlanninG Process is GOOb
manaGcement abheres to local laws anb PerhaPs feberal manbates anb allows
for a bemocratic methob anb review. Sensitive in that the PlanninG Places value
on the Parks anb recreation resource anb Protects, conserves anb beveloPs that
resource only t0 the extent aPProPriate for that site.

This PlanninG effort is BeCOminG an inCreasinGly more comPlex anbd Detailed
Process necessitatinG abbitional attention anb expertise. P erhaPs the followinG
auestions anb answers will Prove helPful in unberstanbinG Better this imPortant
conceprt

What is Environmental Assessment?

A Generally accePteb befinition Of an environmental assessmentis:

The PlanninG Process that besCriBes the effeCts Oof a ProPOoseb action on an
environm ental area: this inClubes investicatinG anb biscClosinG the environm ental
conbitions anp consequences Of that action on the environment anb also
aPProPriate manacement strateGies that will covemn that area. Thus, there are
three main elements of the b efinition:

1. a Process: environmental assessment requires time, investication, PuBlic
involvement, thorouGh analysis Of Potential harms Or Benefits that the
ProPoseb action may BrinG.

2. conbition anb consequence: the environmental area will have certain
PhysicCal, BioloGical, soCial anb economiC elements that may Be effecteb
birecly or inbirecly By the PropPoseb action. Scientific stubies are
conbucted to betermine the conbition Or conseQuences Of the environment
on these types of elements.

3. aPProPriate manaGcement strateGies: emerGinG out Of this Process will Be
SPeCific strateGies that the manacement agenCy will have beveloreb 10
ProPerly oversee the environment with its assoCiateb ChanGes. These
strateGies must Be a GOoob Blenb Of sensitivity t0 the environment anbp
aPProPriate use of the environmental area.




What are the purposes of an Environmental
Assessment?

There are a numBer ofimPortantPurposes 0 this PlanninG anb some Of the most
imPortantare bescriBeb here:

1. the ProCess Charts the BestP OssiBle BalanCe Between use anb Protection

2. the Process helPs 10 estaBlish BOth short anb 10nG term PoliCies

3. the ProCess acCts as a Catalyst for BrinGinG inbivibuals, GrouPs anb
agcencies toGcether

4. the Process Creates siGnificant information aBout the environmental area
thatcan Be useb By many GrouPs

5. the ProCess allows for PuBliC involvement anp scCientific stuby so that
multiPle views are consib ereb

6. the ProCess is a GOOP PlanninG ProCebure anbP may ComPly t0 leGal
requirements

When is it necessary to prepare an Environmental
Assessment?

The environmental assessmentProcess may occur anytime an agency besires t0
closely stuby the effects of a Proposeb action on an environmental area. There
are times however that the Process is Clearly necessary Or reQuiredb By aGgencCy
reculations Or Pre-existinG laws. The General thouGht is that an environmental
assessment is PrePared when any one Of the followinG three CharacteristiCs is
Present

1. siGnificCant ChanGes t0 the environmental area are ProPoseb that woulpb

affectthe lanb, ajr, water and other elements

2. Chances that affeCt a larGe GeoGraPhiC area that involves ownershiP Or
Uuse By many inbivibuals, GrouPs Or agencies.



3. ChanGes that require comPliance t0 sPecCific laws, rules anb reculatons
that are l0cal, state or feb eral in statire.

Therefore, this formatis useb berpenbinG on the amount of ChanGe, size Of area
or comPliance 10 leGal manb ates.

Who is involved in the preparation of an Environmental
Assessment?

Three GrouPs are Generally involved in the Primary components Of the
environmental assessment Process. However, it shoulb Be rememBereb that
GOObP PlanninG is an open mobel where many bDifferent PUBlics have an
OPPortunity for involvement The three Parties involveb are:

1. the interisCiPlinary PlanninG team who consist of full time Professionally
trained staff sUCh as lanbscaPe arcChiteCts, enGineers, anthroP 0lOGists,
watershed manacers, economists, wilblife manacers anb recreation
Planners. These inbivibuals cenerally work for the acency thatis PrepParinG
the environmental assessment The team can Be larce oOr small,
siGnificantly or minim ally involveb bePenbinG On the natire of the Project

2. the citizen PartiCipation work GrouP(s) who are mabe UP Of interested
volunteer Citizens that are orGanizedb 0 Prepare ipbeas, evaluate
altermatives anb liaison with the General PUBIiC. These Citizens usually
consist of representatives from sPecCific GeoGraPhiC areas, sPecCial interest
oruser GrouPs, or others.

3. the expert testimony Of any others Who are askeb Or besire t0 share their
views aBoutthe conclusions Or Process Of the assessment activity. These
inbivibuals may Be Professionals from other Government agencies, sPecial
interest GrouPs, electeb Or aPPoOinted rePresentatives. G enerally these
inbivibuals share their views as written comm ents t0 the b rast work.

Who uses the Environmental Assessment Material?

There are two Primary GrouPs that seem 0 Best use the comPleted
environmental assessment The first are aGenCy manacement GrouPs that either
Proposed the chanGe t0 the environment Or are responsiBle for managGinG the
environm ent with its ChanGes. The seconb common GrouP are Citizens Who own



or use the environmental area. These inbivibuals are birecly impacteb By the
results of the environmental assessment There are many others that miGht use
the material Buttheiruse woulb Generally Be minim al.

How lonqg does the process take?

A Great variety of factors coulb impactthe time anb cost of this course of action
But Generally itis a more lenGthy acCtivity. If the PlanninG ProcCess is t00 fast there
iS a potential for PushinG bata anbd missinG key PeoPle anb information. If the
Process is t00 slow then time sensitive inform ation anb stubijes may no lonGerBe
relevant The followinG may Be helpful:

1. SCOPInG Process: an investiGation Of the issues anb OPPoOrunities
conceminG the environm ental area. This is usually a 6-12 month ProcCess.

2. Praft RepPort the Preparation Of a report that bisplays finbinGs anb
recommenbs actions. This is Usually a 1-3 month Process.

3. PUBIliC ResPonse: an oPPortunity for all affecteb PUuBliCs tO review anbp
commenton the braftreport This usually is a 3-6 month Process.

4. Final RepPort the final bocumentis Prepareb inCcorP oratinG all inform ation.
This is usually a 1-3 month Process.

Therefore, a tyPiCal Project would run from one t0 two years from aPProval to
comPletion.

E nvironmental assessments are a critical aspect of ProPer Parks anb recreation
PlanninG. m any ProjeCts are small enouGh that this format is not necessary But
inCreasinGly the neeb t0 PrePare this type of Pocument is BeCominG a stanbar
convention in the community setlinG.

PlaySofe,LLC Provibes these articles 10 Be Of service t0 the Parks anb
recreation Profession. Visit their weB PaGe for Other artiCles conceminG
imPortant toPiCs at wWww.Play-safe.COm




